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blood, and to exhaust the nervous system. The important point is, that prac¬ 
titioners should bear in mind that no affection of the eyes, occurring in a 
nursing woman, is to be trifled with; though merely conjunctival at first, it may 
soon lapse into deeper-seated disease; and slight dimness of vision may, if 
neglected, rapidly pass into confirmed amaurosis. 

We may notice here a paper by Dr. Griffin, of Limerick, in the last number 
of the Dublin Quarterly Journal of Medical Science, on “ treatment as a test of 
pathological conditions; 1 ' one of his “glaring instances” being a case of iritis, 
in which the aggravation of all the symptoms under mercurial treatment, led 
him to give that up, and resort to the use of turpentine, which rapidly cured 
the patient. In another instance, a feeble infant, labouring under bronchitis, 
being nearly killed by the application of leeches, was soon restored by stimuli! 
Now we humbly submit, that here we have merely the old fact that our art is 
eminently tentative, and that we often fail in determining, before seeing the 
effects, what is the best plan of treatment. But surely this is from the imper¬ 
fection of our diagnosis, and our want of skill only, and is “a test” of our own 
deficiency, as well as of our patient’s “condition.” 

We mention this here, because in no department more often than in eye dis¬ 
eases, do we find lesions and objective symptoms so very nearly alike, and yet 
depending on pathological conditions the most opposite, and of consequence 
demanding the most diverse means of cure.— Ibid. 

35. Surgical removal of Opacities from the Cornea. —M. Szokalski contributes 
to the Revue MMico-Cliirnrgicale a compte-rendu of thirty-two cases in which he 
has practised this operation. He performs it by scraping the cornea with a 
delicate knife, as we scrape paper to remove ink-marks from it. The epithelium 
of the cornea adheres pretty firmly in all cases, but when opaque, is often 
so tough that it cannot be removed atone sitting. The proper substance of the 
cornea is still more difficult to remove; in fact, the author considers that, when 
it yielded to his mode of treatment, the success was owing, not to mere mechani¬ 
cal abrasion, but to the process of absorption sot going by the irritation which 
the operation produces. This sounds like common sense, and at the same time 
goes far to invalidate M. Szokalski’s own results, and to induce the prudent 
surgeon to trust to gentler means of stimulating the absorptive process. 
These we see wonderfully efficacious in cases of which we might at first despair. 
Much, however, as all practical oculists know, depends upon the age of the 
patient. In infants, we never despair, though the cornea be apparently quite 
opaque, so wonderful are the cures which nature sometimes effects; and 51. 
Szokalski’s neglect to notice the age of those on whom he operated renders his 
results much less useful than otherwise they might have been. 

Of the thirty-two eyes, the author reckons fifteen successful, and eight par¬ 
tially successful operations. In five cases, there was no change effected, and in 
four the occurrence of inflammation rendered it necessary to stop the proceed¬ 
ings. Of the fifteen successful cases, there were eight in which the opacity was 
limited to the corneal epithelium, five in which it affected the superficial layers 
of the cornea proper, and three in which it was deeper still, as it was in all the 
eight partially successful cases. Thus, taking into consideration the remarks 
we have already made as to the spontaneous disappearance of opacities in young 
subjects, and our author’s own admission as to the modus operandi of his pro¬ 
cess in the case of the deeper albugines, we do really think that the use of 
stimulating collyria, etc., and time, would have produced results as favourable 
as his. Again, he states that three of his total failures wore cases in which tlio 
opacity was meaely nebulous and superficial; and, above all, the accidents graves 
which happened V four cases were of the most serious description. He states 
that, when inflammation does occur as a consequence of these proceedings, it 
always aflects, not the conjunctiva, but the iris and other internal parts of the 
eye, and may terminate in complete destruction of the globe ! 

Our conclusion is, that the operation is not to be recommended, except in occa¬ 
sional cases, where the opacity fails to yield to judicious treatment of the ordi¬ 
nary kind continued for many months, where it is dense enough to render the 
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eye useless, where the other eye is also blind, and where the formation of an 
artificial pupil is out of the question. 

One remark of the author we may quote—that his scraping process is much 
more likely to produce inflammation, when carried on near the circumference 
of the cornea. This is so far fortunate, since it is precisely in that part that 
opacity of the cornea is of least consequence.— Assoc. Med. Journ. June 23, 
1854. 


MIDWIFERY. 

36. Paralysis occurring during Gestation and in Childbed. —The Dublin 
Quarterly Journal of Medical Science (May, 1854) contains a very interesting 
article on this subject, with the particulars of 84 cases collected from various 
sources, by Dr. Fleetwooh Churchill. 

The following is a summary of these eases, with his remarks upon the more 
important points connected with them. The number of cases he admits, how¬ 
ever, are too few to justify decided conclusions from them:— 

“Of the 34 cases, in 22 the attack occurred during pregnancy; in 12, either 
during or after labour. 

“ In 23 cases where it is mentioned, I find that with 10 it was their first child, 
with 1, the second; with 4, the third; with 2, the fourth ; with 3, the fifth ; 
with 1, the sixth ; with 1, the thirteenth; and 1 had several children, but the 
number is not specified. 

“ Of the 34 cases, there were 17 of complete hemiplegia, and 1 partial; 4 of 
paraplegia, in 2 of which only one leg was affected; C of facial paralysis; 5 of 
amaurosis, and 3 of deafness; but in some of these latter local palsies were 
combined with the cases of hemiplegia. Of 14 cases of hemiplegia, in which 
the side affected is mentioned, I find that 11 were of the right, and 3 of the 
left side. 

“Of the 34 cases, 4 died. 

“It may be well, however, to consider these cases somewhat more closely, and 
for that purpose they may ho divided into two classes, those which occurred 
during pregnancy, and those which were attacked during or after labour. 

“ Of the 22 cases in which paralysis occurred during pregnancy, 12 were 
examples of hemiplegia ; 1 of paraplegia, which had occurred previously; 4 of 
facial paralysis; 2 of amaurosis; and 3 of deafness. There is no regularity as 
to the period of gestation at which the seizure took place, for of 13 cases in 
which this is mentioned, in 1 it occurred in the second month ; in 1 in the third 
or fourth; in 1 in the fifth ; in 1 in the sixth or seventh ; in 3 in the seventh ; 
in 2 in the eighth ; and in 4 in the ninth month; from which it would seem, 
upon the whole, that it is in the latter months that pregnant women are most 
liable to the attack. 

“ Of 19 cases, 11 appear to have been cured before or by delivery, and in 8 
the disease continued for a longer or shorter time afterwards. 

“Of the 20 cases, only 1 died, and in this case it is evident that death was 
rather owing to disease of the brain, of longer standing than the pregnancy, 
than to the paralysis which increased during that process; so that I do not 
think we can reckon it as impairing the comparatively innocuous character of 
these attacks during gestation. 

“ In 3 cases only was the paralysis preceded by convulsions. In most of the 
cases it does not appear that there were any premonitory symptoms, little or 
no headache, or any other circumstance calculated to excite apprehension until 
the paralysis supervened. The characteristics of the palsy resembled very 
closely those of similar attacks unconnected with pregnancy; the motor power 
was enfeebled or altogether lost; in some the sensibility was increased, dimi¬ 
nished, or modified; but in others, I infer from tho silence of the reporter, that 
it was little, if at all, changed from its natural condition. The intellect seems 
to have preserved its integrity in all the cases. A peculiarity of great interest 



